


The story begins with shape-shifters, four birds - Eagle, Raven, Hawk, and 
Owl - perched on telephone lines on the outskirts of the Native community. 

They are spiritual helpers to a group of teens - Shining Star, Theresa, 
Ranger, and Jay. These young teens learn financial resources as they embark 

on many adventures, and encounter intrigue in the process!

Adventures in Banking finds the teens learning about bank accounts and 
financial services while experiencing a bank robbery, the exciting capture 

of the robber, and learning that today’s banking tools accomplish the  same 
thing as their ancestors’ tools did.

EAGLE 
Eagle is an ancient spirit: all knowing, 
all seeing. As a human, he transforms 

into a strong leader who guides 
others through their journeys. He 

wears a medicine bag

OWL 
Owl is a wise one, and beyond. As a 

human, she conveys wisdom to others 
about their life situations. Owl always 

carries her fringed purse.

RAVEN 
Raven is the one who brings balance; 
all-encompassing of all the attributes 

of life. In human form, she evokes 
reasonable consideration of all facts. 

Raven wears a turquoise ring.

HAWK 
Hawk is a hunter and a messenger, a 
patient observer with a quirky sense 

of humor. In human form, he is always 
physically fit and active. He constantly 

wears his bead and bone choker.



OH MY! 
WHAT AN ADVENTURE 

IT WAS!

I‛M GLAD THAT
NO ONE GOT HURT, AND 

THAT THE KIDS WERE OPEN TO   
LEARNING,THEY 

    REALLY ARE GOOD 
KIDS.

MAN, 
I COULD‛VE HANDLED 

THAT ROBBER ALL 
BY MYSELF IF I‛D 

NEEDED TO!

YEAH - 
THIS FROM THE GUY 
WHO JUST WATCHES 

FROM THE 
ROOFTOP!

RIGHT

     HEY,
     I WAS LIKE YOUR 

SECRET SERVICE,
READY TO SWOOP 

DOWN IF YOU
NEEDED BACKUP!

WE KNOW, HAWK, 
WE KNOW...

HA HA

HA HA

HA HA

HA HA
HA HAHA HA

HA HA

THE FOUR BIRDS SPREAD THEIR WINGS, SOAR UP INTO THE SKY, AND DISSAPEAR INTO 
THE CLOUDS.THEY ALL SCREECH AT THE SAME TIME, THUNDER CAN BE
HEARD AND LIGHTNING SHOOTS THROUGH THE 
HEAVENS AS THE LIGHT SLOWLY FADES. 





                  IT ALL SEEMED 
   WEIRD AND CONFUSING, AND 
THEN THE BANK GETS ROBBED!!! 
             IT REALLY DOESN‛T SEEM 
                     LIKE A VERY 
                     SAFE PLACE. 

WELL, I UNDERSTAND YOUR 
FEAR, ESPECIALLY SINCE YOU 

WERE RIGHT THERE 
      WITNESSING THE 
  WHOLE ORDEAL! ANY 

 UNCOMFORTABLE 
EVENT IN OUR LIVES

CAN BE HARD TO 
OVERCOME. FOR 

    INSTANCE, LIKE FALLING OFF 
A HORSE. IT IS BETTER TO GET           
        RIGHT BACK ON AFTER YOU        

          FALL, THAN TO WAIT 
   AND THINK ABOUT IT. 

FEARS ARE LIKE THAT. IT‛S 
BETTER TO FACE THEM HEAD ON.

USUALLY, IT IS 
NEVER AS BAD AS 

YOU THINK IT 
MIGHT BE.

I DON‛T KNOW

THINK OF YOUR ANCESTORS. IF THEY HAD 
LET FEAR RUN THEIR TRIBES THEY WOULD 

HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO SURVIVE ALL THE 
HARDSHIPS THAT CAME THEIR WAY. YOU 

GUYS ARE THE RESULT OF THE SURVIVAL OF 
A FEARLESS PEOPLE!

MY GRANDMOTHER TELLS ME THAT 
WE OVERCAME FEAR BECAUSE OF 

OUR FAITH IN CREATOR AND THAT 
WE COME FROM A LONG LINE OF 

SPIRITUAL HEALERS AND 
WARRIORS.

MY DAD TELLS ME THAT WHENEVER 
I FEAR ANYTHING, I SHOULD

REMEMBER IT ISN‛T THE 
    WORST THING. 
IT COULD ALWAYS 

BE WORSE. 

WELL, MAYBE 
THAT WAS A TEST 

OF COURAGE. 

I HAVE A SMALL 
STONE I CARRY WITH ME 
ALL THE TIME. MY UNCLE 
GAVE IT TO ME. HE HELPS 

WITH SPECIAL CEREMONIES. 
WHEN I‛M SCARED, I PULL IT 
OUT AND RUB IT. IT HELPS!

LOGICALLY, NOW THAT 
I‛M CALMER, IT DOESNT 

MAKE SENSE TO JUST RUN 
BACK TO HIDING OUR MONEY 

UNDER A ROCK, OR A BED. WE‛VE 
GOT TO MOVE FORWARD WITH 

OUR BIG PLANS FOR 
BUSINESS.

YEAH, THAT‛S RIGHT.

WE CAN‛T LET THIS LITTLE 
SET BACK CHANGE OUR 

LIVES!





















AWESOME STUFF!

I DON‛T REMEMBER THIS 
PLACE BEING HERE BEFORE.

THESE ARE OOOOLLLLLDDDD!
I‛VE SEEN SOME OF THESE IN 
HISTORICAL BOOKS ABOUT 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE. YOU 

KNOW, OUR PEOPLE.

YOU WOULD BE CORRECT. 
THESE ARE THE TOOLS OF 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. 
BUT MOSTLY FROM THE NORTH AMERICAN 

CONTINENT. THE STEEL ONES, OF COURSE, WERE THE 
TRADE ITEMS.

SO, GUYS, REMIND 
      ME WHAT YOU 

WERE DOING IN THE BANK 
IN THE FIRST PLACE?

TAKE A LOOK AT THESE TOOLS: MANY 
NATIVE PEOPLE USED DIFFERENT TYPES 

OF STONES, WOOD AND METAL. THE 
BEST WAS THE IRON KNIFE, AND LATER, 

STEEL POINTS.

THE TOOLS WERE USEFUL, BUT IN TIME 
THEY GOT BETTER, RIGHT? CAN YOU SEE 

HOW THEY EVOLVED?

WE WERE 
GOING TO OPEN 

ACCOUNTS.

NONE OF IT 
WAS MAKING ANY 

SENSE TO US.

THEY ALL WALK INTO THE SMALL BUILDING. INSIDE IS A 
MUSKY SMELL. LIKE OLD NEWSPAPERS. 
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YOU SAID
EARLIER SOMETHING
ABOUT ‘BANK TOOLS,‛

RIGHT?
YEAH...

WELL GUYS, 
I THINK THE BANK 

CALLS WHAT YOU USE IN 
THE MODERN WORLD TO DO 

BUSINESS ‘TOOLS.‛ IT IS 
MUCH LIKE THESE 

OLD-FASHIONED TANGIBLE 
TOOLS. THINK OF THESE 
MODERN TOOLS LIKE THE 
ONES YOUR ANCESTORS 

HAD TO USE.

FOR INSTANCE-

THIS ARROW WAS 
USED FOR HUNTING. 

IF IT HIT ITS MARK, THE 
HUNTER BROUGHT HOME FOOD. THE 

TOOL WAS THE ARROW
  AND THE RESULT WAS     

THE FOOD THAT 
WAS NEEDED.

THINK OF A DEPOSIT 
SLIP LIKE A DIFFER-
ENT KIND OF TOOL.

NOW

   IT IS USED TO PLACE 
YOUR MONEY INTO THE BANK. 

BIG OR SMALL DEPOSIT, THE MONEY 
WILL ADD UP IN YOUR ACCOUNT.        

 AND YOU‛LL BE ABLE TO 
  USE IT TO GET THINGS 

YOU NEED, 
LIKE FOOD.

SO YOU SEE, THE 
    DEPOSIT SLIP IS JUST A 

TOOL BUT THE MONEY IS THE REAL 
OBJECTIVE. JUST LIKE THE BUFFALO, 
DEER, OR WHATEVER, IS WHAT THE 

ARROW HITS. THE ARROW IS JUST A 
TOOL. THE FOOD BROUGHT BACK TO 
CAMP, OR THE MONEY DEPOSITED, 
    IS THE RESULT OF USING THE 

TOOL.

HEY!
I COMPLETELY GET IT!

ME TOO!
OHHHHH,

YES! I 
GET IT TOO!

I‛D RATHER JUST 
TAKE THE ARROW 

LIKE IT IS. 

WE‛LL 
WORK ON 

HIM.

WELL GUYS,
 I THINK MAYBE TOMORROW WE 

SHOULD HEAD BACK TO THE 
BANK AND OPEN 
OUR ACCOUNTS.

YEAH, I AGREE, IT‛S 
    KINDA COOL TO THINK OF 

OUR ANCESTORS AS SOME OF 
THE FIRST TOOL-MAKERS AND 
NOW WE WILL BE LIKE THEM, 

BUT USING MODERN TOOLS TO 
MAKE OUR LIVES BETTER.

GOOD POINT
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Rose Red Elk (Sioux/Assiniboine)
Author of the Empowerment $aga series of stories, Rose is an 
international performing arts entertainer, also known by her 
Native American traditional and stage name, Red Feather Woman. 
An accomplished award winning recording artist, storyteller, 
singer, songwriter and author from the Fort Peck Reservation in 
Poplar, Montana, and an enrolled member of the Sioux/Assiniboine 
Tribes, Rose continues to discover the realms of spiritual 
awareness through the gift of storytelling, in written, oral and 
musical forms. Her fiction is themed with traditional values, 
blended with ancient stories from the past.

www.redfeatherwoman.com

Matthew Barkhausen
Matthew worked with the Native American and woman 

owned small business Circuit Media as an illustrator for the 
Empowerment $aga series of stories. His artwork for this and 

other projects focuses on Native American culture. He has 
provided artwork to the Rocky Mountain Indian Chamber of 

Commerce and other Native American organizations. Matthew is 
of Cherokee and Tuscarora heritage. He has a B.A. in interactive 

media design from the Art Institute of Colorado.

www.matthewbarkhausen.com
Other Circuit Media illustrators who contributed greatly to the 

project were Jon Hormachea, creative design director, and
Ali Bibbo, graphic designer.

Joseph Arnold
Working as a freelancer for a Denver based company, Joe created 
the original images of the characters. His artwork reflects his 
philosophy that dedication and practice are critical aspects of 
being an artist. After serving five years active duty with the U.S. 
Army 82nd Airborne and three years with the Colorado National 
Guard, Joe completed his education in June 2102 at The Art 
Institute of Colorado with a bachelor’s degree in media arts and 
animation. He has worked for Disney Online Studios Boulder and 
12-6 Studios in Denver.

Original concept by J.P. Barham



Creating the Empowerment $aga
The Empowerment $aga is a series of stories to engage youth 14-18 years of age in 

developing basic financial skills so they will learn how to build and preserve their own 
financial wealth. These stories, offered in colorful comic-style graphics, are reservation-

based in order to bring “home” to Native youth the message of handling their finances from 
an early age. 

Recognizing the importance of financial knowledge to IIM account holders, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians (OST) has 
been working for years to bring financial skills training to account holders of all ages. OST 

has partnered with other government agencies, Native community development financial 
institutions, Native organizations, and others to offer culturally sensitive

financial education. 

The Empowerment $aga is another opportunity to expand financial skills training in Indian 
Country by encouraging youth-to-youth and multi-generational discussions about this 

topic. The stories highlight the value of knowing these financial skills, and illustrate the 
challenging consequences when this knowledge is not known or used properly.

The characters and stories of the Empowerment $aga series are wholly owned by the 
government of the United States and cannot be used without the written consent of the 

government. For more information on economic development opportunities for
Indian Country related to the series, contact:

U.S Department of the Interior
Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians

1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

202-208-4866


