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PRESS RELEASE “CELEBRATION OF SPIRIT” May 12, 2008   Houston, TX – for immediate release   “Celebration of Spirit,” a trans-global conference of American Indian and Alaskan Native tribal leaders to be held at Disney Resorts in Orlando on August 20-23 – is attracting considerable attention.  

 

The “buzz” is that Barak Obama may be there to meet tribal leaders from many of the nation’s largest and most vocal tribes.  In anticipation of his presence, and possibly that of John McCain, a special “Get out the Native Vote” and native journalist event is being staged to be sure that – whichever candidate shows – that they will have a maximum opportunity to speak their piece and win over native support. This may prove to be crucial in a number of states with large aboriginal populations.  

 

The four-day event will feature prominent leaders and native celebrities from many of the 565 Indian Nations recognized by the federal government, as well as many from Canada and the Americas.   

Obama’s or McCain’s presence will help put the event’s beneficiary – technology centers to be placed on the lands of some of the nation’s poorest tribes – into a public awareness.  

 

Tribes know that few people are aware of the attempt to establish technical capabilities to eventually enable Internet commerce and call centers.   

 

Just last month, IBM, SeniorNet and the U.S. Department of the Interior partnered with the Native American Chamber of Commerce out of Houston, TX (NACC), to open a technology achievement center for the Houlton Band of Maliseet in Houlton, ME.    

 

This collaborative that has attracted sponsorship by some of the largest corporations in the U.S., and “has broken new ground in bringing technology to rural and low-income Native American communities,” said Wayne Rustin, Director, Global Equal Opportunity, Marketplace and Workforce Diversity, IBM.     

 

Major U.S. firms practicing social responsibility and supporting diversity, such as Lockheed Martin, Wal-Mart, Marathon Oil, UPS and BNSF are among the dozens of U.S. Corporations signed up to sponsor the event.  All proceeds less expenses will go to education and native achievement centers.   

 

This is the fourth of five Achievement Centers to be opened over a three-year period.  It offers computer and Internet access, education, and training for reservation residents and will feature a special program to educate the Maliseet tribal elders, most of whom have never used a computer.   

 

“The Native American Chamber of Commerce is very proud to assist and support American Indian People in their ongoing quest for equal opportunity through education," said Carroll Cocchia, President of NACC.   

 

NACC’s newest venture, championed by UPS, are Native American Career Skills Development Centers which prepare students to apply directly for employment at UPS, HEB, Wal-Mart, BNSF, and Sysco Foods.  

 

Lead instructor Kurt Fahrenthold of UPS designed the course with a curriculum stressing communication and employment skills needed to facilitate a positive result both in and out of the workplace. 

 

“The key to success in today’s global environment is ‘self-branding’ and self determination to exceed the expectations of both employers and peers,” Kurt says.   

 

Given a distance-learning orientation, it has also attracted support from Video Professor – a new sponsor.  “Exactly the “fast-track” that qualified Indians need to help them become employed,” Carroll added.   

 

NACC is counting on the upcoming Celebration of Spirit/Disney Resort experience to spur its money-raising efforts.  Its four day event is expected to attract 1,000+ attendees.  The agenda includes:

 

Day One – “Gathering of Eagles Tribal Leaders Summit” – listening, mentoring, assisting and solving the everyday, insurmountable challenges faced by the Indian on the reservation – where unemployment can reach as high as 80%.  A VIP dinner afterwards will be for tribal leaders, prime sponsors, the media – and perhaps one or two Presidential candidates.   

 

Date Two – International Talking Stick – where Indian entrepreneurs pow wow with representatives of Fortune 500 corporations and governmental businesses from mainland U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, Canada and Puerto Rico.  Sponsors Verizon, UIDA and American Indian TV as sponsors and will be recognized by way of NACC’s 2008-2009 Spirit Award, a very special award given to those who are working tirelessly to breathe life back into Indian Country. This will be only the fourth such award presented by NACC.   

 

Day Three – “Gathering of Young Eagles” sports day which will feature native skateboarders from all over the U.S. under the watchful and professional eye of Todd Harder, Native Skates.  That evening, scholarships will be presented to outstanding young natives as part of the “Walking Between Worlds and Corporate Awards Gala” during a formal evening dinner.   

 

Day Four – An International Cultural Festival featuring dancers, drum competitors, storytellers, vendors and flutists will present their art at an authentic Indian village being set up at the Disney resort.    

 

Registration is available through www.hopeharmony.org and www.NAmCham.org.  Inquiries can be addressed by email to Carroll Cocchia:  cocchia1@sbcglobal.net. 
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Rita Coolidge to Appear at Major Native American Conference

New York, NY , May 23, 2008: Houston , TX – for immediate release

Rita Coolidge, famous Country/Western singing star, will appear at “Celebration of Spirit,” a trans-global conference of American Indian and Alaskan Native tribal leaders to be held at Disney Resorts in Orlando on August 20-23.

She will be in the company of fellow native musicians (few Americans know that Rita Coolidge is of Cherokee heritage) such as Walela, a world-renowned Lakota flutist, and John Two Hawk – who provided the flute background in “Dances with Wolves” –as well as Rose Red Elk who tours the world as the Red Feather Woman.

The “Pocahontas” star also known for her turn in “Smoke Signals,” Irene Bedard will also be on hand.

In addition to a special concert event which will help raise much-needed funds for Native American technology centers, the four-day event will feature prominent leaders and native celebrities from many of the 565 Indian Nations recognized by the federal government.

The lineup of supporters and sponsors from the national corporate community is equally stellar: Wal-Mart, IBM, UPS, HP, Walt Disney, Marathon Oil, Verizon, Coca Cola, Lockheed Martin, BNSF, Dell, ConAgra Foods, Conoco Philips and many more.

The U.S. government will be there by way of the U.S. Dept. of Interior and the U.S. military.

This approach to helping the native compete on the job market “has broken new ground in bringing technology to rural and low-income Native American communities,” said Wayne Rustin, Director, Global Equal Opportunity, Marketplace and Workforce Diversity, IBM.

NACC is expected to attract 1,000+ attendees.

More details and registration is available through www.hopeharmony.org and www.NAmCham.org. Inquiries can be addressed by email to Carroll Cocchia: cocchia1@sbcglobal.net .  
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